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RESEARCH EXPERIENCES 

♦ September 2023 – Present, Assistant Professor, 

Pak Austria Fachhochschule, Institute of Applied Science and Technology, 

Projects: Molecular mechanisms of plant biomass degradation in microbes. 
 

♦ August 2022, Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.       

Projects: Fungal-bacterial interactions facilitating lignin mineralization. 

Advisor: Jiwei Zhang; Funded by U.S. DOE, Biological and Environmental Research program  

 

♦ August 2018 – November 2020, Research Associate, Qingdao Institute of Bioenergy and 

Bioprocess Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences. Project: Bio-natural gases production 

from various feedstocks. 

Advisor: Fuli Li; Funded by CAS president’s International Fellowship Initiative (PIFI) 

 

♦ September 2016 – July 2018, Postdoctoral Fellow, Tsinghua University of China.  Projects: Bacterial 

association in methane generation pathways of an anaerobic digesting sludge via metagenomic. 

Advisor: Kaijun Wang; Funded by Major Science and Technology Program China (2017ZX07102-004) 

 

EDUCATION 

◆ September 2012 – December 2015, Ph.D. in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, State Key 

Laboratory of Bioenergy Research; Xiamen University, Xiamen 361100, People’s Republic of China 

Dissertation: Study on Cellulose Degradation Enzymes and Gene Expression of Aspergillus niger BE-2. 

Advisor: Minnan Long; Funded by NSF of China, National Basic Research Program of China 

 

◆ January 2010 – July 2012, M.S. in Biotechnology, Agricultural University Peshawar, Pakistan. 

Thesis: Antimicrobial activity of different solvent-extracted samples from the flowers of medicinally 

important Plumeria obtusa 

Advisor: Jehan Bakht and Dawood Ahmad 

 

◆ September 2005 – November 2009, B.S. in Biotechnology, University of Malakand, Pakistan. 

Thesis: Cytogenetic biomonitoring in petrol station attendants: A micronucleus study 

Advisor: Dawood Ahmad and Ashfaq Khan 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

◆ System biology of plant biomass-degrading microbes. 

◆ Genetic mechanisms of plant biomass decomposition by fungi and Yeast. 

◆ Traditional and high throughput genetic tools in Pichia pastoris GS115. 

◆ Application of genetic engineering for biomass conversion and bioremediation. 

◆ Biotransformation of food waste into value-added products. 
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Biocatalysis and Agricultural Biotechnology, (IF: 6.2) 10.1016/j.bcab.2019.101223, Jul. 2019. 
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1.12), 28, 195–200. Jan. 2015. 
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RESEARCH PROJECTS 

 “Bacterial association in methane generation pathways of an anaerobic digesting sludge via 

metagenomic sequencing” Kaijun wang and ALI NASIR. Tsinghua University. Funded by Major science 

and technology program for water pollution and control (2017ZX07102-004) 01/01/2017- 6/30/2018 

(CoPI; CNY400,000) 

“Study on Cellulose Degradation Enzymes and Gene Expression of Aspergillus niger BE-2”. 

Minnan Long and ALI NASIR; Funded by Research fund of Fujian Provincial Natural Science 

Foundation (2012J05029), (CoPI; CNY200, 000) 

 

HONORS & AWARDS 

◆ PIFI awardees at Qingdao Institute of Bioenergy and Bioprocess Technology. 

◆ Postdoc awardee at Tsinghua University, ¥200,000. 

◆ CSC scholarship award at Xiamen University ¥120,000. 

◆ Protein engineering conference travel awards, University of Illinois, ¥10,000 

◆ “Award For Impactful Research” of College of Engineering, Peking University. 

◆ National Scholarship of Graduate Student, Excellent Graduate Student of Xiamen University, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwpe.2021.102432
https://www.liebertpub.com/journal/ees
https://doi.org/10.1089/ees.2020.0276
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eti.2020.100784
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jece.2019.103067


¥ 10,000; top 04%  

◆ National Youth Internship Award, National Internship Program Pakistan PKR120,000. 

◆ Merit Award of USAID, University of Malakand, Pakistan, PKR55,000. 

◆ Research Achievement Scholarship of Tsinghua University, ¥2,000; top 5%. 

◆ Scholarship of Undergraduate Student, PKR80,000. 

 

 

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS: 

◆ International Symposium of Environmental Microbiology and Health, Beijing 2019. 

◆ Cyanobacteria in Fundamental Research, Biotechnology and Synthetic Biology Wuhan. 

◆ 14th International Conference on Waste Management and Technology, Beijing, 2019. 

◆ 10th Asia-Pacific Conference on Algal Biotechnology, Nanchang, Jiangxi China, 2019. 

◆ A Synthetic Biology Frontier Workshop Held at Qingdao China, 2018. 

◆ 15th IWA World Conference on Anaerobic Digestion at Beijing, China, 2017. 

◆ CLIB-Qingdao Biotechnology Workshop Qingdao, 2016. 

◆ 6th Annual world congress of Bioenergy held, South Korea, 2016. 

◆ 1st International Alginate & Marine Biomaterial Congress (IAMBC 2015) Qingdao. 

◆ Protein Engineering, Chicago, United States. October 2015. 

◆ 4th Annual World Congress of Bioenergy, Dalian China, 2014. 

◆ 4th International Conference on Biorefinery towards Bioenergy, Xiamen 2013. 

◆ RT PCR Conference Xiamen University, Xiamen China, 2012. 

◆ International weed conference, University of Peshawar, Pakistan, 2011. 

 

References: 

◆ Irshad Ul Haq (Researcher Professor) 

Department of Plant and Microbial Biology, College of Biological Sciences, 

University of Minnesota, USA, +1 (732)589-6340 

Email address: ihaq@umn.edu  

◆    Dawood Ahmad (Professor) 

Institute of Biotechnology & Genetic Engineering, Agricultural University Peshawar, 25130, 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Pakistan, 

E-mail address: dawood@aup.edu.pk 

◆ Fu-li Li (Professor) 

Key Laboratory of Biofuels, Qingdao Institute of Bioenergy and Bioprocess Technology, Chinese 

Academy of Sciences, Qingdao 266101, People’s Republic of China Tel.: 0086 532 80662655 

E-mail addresses: lifl@qibebt.ac.cn 

◆ Ming Lu (Professor) 

Shandong Synthetic Laboratory and Key Laboratory of Biofuels, Qingdao Institute of Bioenergy 

and Bioprocess Technology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Qingdao 266101, the People’s 

Republic of China Tel.: 0086 532 80662655: 

E-mail addresses: lvming@qibebt.ac.cn 
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